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and learn why preserving our parks is so important. Teachers and parents 
can register to take a group of kids to a park on May 21. A Teacher Toolkit 
is provided online to give educators lesson ideas and fun facts about our 
parks. Learn more   
 
World Oceans Day 2011: Youth: the Next Wave for Change - June 8 
June 8th of every year marks the official, United Nations-recognized 
celebration of World Oceans Day, and hundreds of aquariums, zoos, 
museums, conservation organizations and thousands of individuals 
around the world will participate in educational events. This year, 
celebrations will draw attention to the importance of getting young people 
inspired to protect the ocean as part of the 2011 theme: Youth: the Next 
Wave for Change. Learn more  
      
America's WILD READ  
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife recently launched a new virtual book club to 
engage and inspire readers to connect with the outdoors and nature. The 
book club features Anthill: A Novel by E.O. Wilson and two essays, from 
Aldo Leopold and Curt Meine. High school classes that get involved may 
receive free books, webcams and more. Learn more    

  
The Digital Library for Earth System Education 
The Digital Library for Earth System Education (DLESE) provides access 
to high quality digital collections of education resources for both educators 
and learners consisting of visualizations, interactive computer models, 
virtual field trips, lesson plans, scientific data, assessment activities, 
curriculum, online courses and more. It serves to assist educators and 
learners to effectively create, use and share educational resources as well 
as developing communication networks to facilitate interactions and 
collaborations across all dimensions of Earth system education. DLESE is 
managed by the National Center for Atmospheric Research Library. Learn 
more    
  
For more resources and classroom materials, visit us online. 

 

Student Opportunities   

  
Robert Bateman Get to Know Contest - Entry deadline May 23   
The theme for this year's Get to Know Contest is "This is My Forest." The 
contest encourages young people to visit a national forest, local park or 
green space and create a video celebrating the forest. The contest is open 
to all U.S. residents of age 18 or younger. Prizes include $100 in cash and 
a digital video camera from Panasonic. Learn more    
  
Giving the Land a Voice - Submission deadline May 27   
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Wildlife Refuge 
Association are asking young people ages 15-24 to help conservation 
leaders determine the future of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System.  Youth should answer the question "What kind of future do you 
want for America's wildlife and wildlands?" via visual art, audio or writing. 
Prizes include a trip to the "Conserving the Future" conference in Madison, 
gift cards to outdoor recreation stores and National Wildlife Refuge items. 
Learn more  



  
Water Planet Challenge 
EarthEcho's Water Planet Challenge encourages students to improve the 
health of the environment in their community and around the world through 
a service-learning project. The Challenge provides teachers with service-
learning action guides and resources to provide their students with on 
subjects including water, energy efficiency and the Gulf oil spill. Learn 
more 
 
For more student contests and awards, visit us online. 

Grants and Awards  

    
AAAS Leadership in Science Education Prize for High School 
Teachers - Application deadline May 27 
The American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) 
Leadership in Science Education Prize for High School Teachers 
recognizes high school science teachers for the development and 
implementation of innovative methods for teaching and encouraging the 
next generation of scientists. The winner will receive a $1,000 cash prize to 
support the development and continuation of the strategy, activity or 
program. Additionally, an announcement will be published in the AAAS 
website and in Science magazine and the winner will receive a one-year 
institutional subscription to Science magazine. Learn more   

  
NEA Foundation-Nickelodean Big Help Grants - Application deadline 
June 1  
The NEA Foundation-Nickelodean Big Help Grants provide $5,000 Student 
Achievement grants to K-8 public school educators. The grants aim to help 
develop a sense of global awareness in 21st century students that will 
encourage and enable them to make a difference in their world. The grants 
target the areas of environmentalism, health, wellness, students' right to 
quality education and community involvement. Learn more     
  
Green Thumb Challenge - Application deadline September 30   
The Green Thumb Challenge from the Green Education Foundation (GEF) 
aims to connect children with nature and the healthy benefits of gardening. 
GEF provides schools and youth groups with beginner-friendly resources 
to plant gardens of any size, in addition to fun activities and standards-
based lessons linking the classroom to the garden. All participants have 
the opportunity to be awarded a $5,000 grant in recognition of their garden 
project. Learn more   

 
For more grants and awards, visit us online. 

Professional Development 

Green Teacher Webinar: Do a Little or Do a Lot: Sustainability 
Education" - May 19, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. EDT 
In this webinar from Green Teacher, participants will see examples of how 
to integrate education for sustainability into their classrooms, schools or 
districts. The webinar will illuminate interconnections between existing 
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