¥ National Environmental
Education Week

Dear Parent,

Your child is participating in “Be Water Wise Miami" This innovative program aims to engage students in hands-on learning
activities focusing on water conservation as part of National Environmental Education Week (EE Week), the nation’s largest
environmental education event.

The National Environmental Education Foundation has partnered with Miami-Dade County Public Schools, the City of Miami,
the South Florida Water Management District, the Miami-Dade County Water and Sewer Department, Fairchild Tropical Botanic
Garden, Johnson Controls, Inc. and HydroPoint Data Systems, Inc. to offer this unique program to students and teachers at 14
selected schools in the City of Miami. Be Water Wise Miami is made possible by EE Week’s national sponsor, Wal-Mart.

As part of Be Water Wise Miami, your child:

® Will receive instruction and curriculum materials, all grade-appropriate and correlated to Sunshine State Standards, on
issues of water conservation;

@ Will engage in hands-on activities that emphasize the importance of water conservation in their school, at home and
in the community;

® Will explore water use at home and at school;

@ Will learn about civic engagement, green jobs and making a difference in the community, and;

® May be selected to present their findings to local public officials.

Water is quickly becoming the world’s most precious resource as our population grows and supplies become more limited. In
South Florida, water conservation is of particular importance. Being a sub-tropic region, South Florida experiences a rainy and
a dry season. Groundwater is replenished by rainfall, so during the dry season (November through May,) these water sources
become stressed. Additionally, saltwater intrusion into groundwater
further limits the supply of fresh drinking water in the region. You are
probably already familiar with the local water ordinances that regulate
How much water does an average outdoor water use for watering lawns and washing cars, but there is
household use in the home? more your family can do to conserve water. Every drop counts!

Other
domestic

S As parents, you play an important role in this educational

experience. Here are some ways your family can work together
to save water and money:

F Faucet

® Use a kitchen timer to time each family member’s showers, and

682 then challenge yourselves to reduce each shower by two
@ - minutes (you'll save 10 gallons of water per shower!)
Clothes ® Put food coloring in the toilet tank. If it seeps into the bowl, there
Wi is a leak. Fix a leaky toilet and you'll save up to 200 gallons of

water per day.

® Encourage your child to research Florida-friendly plants and
plant some in your yard. Native plants are more tolerant of the

SolrceBmericanWategworkeissoclation local weather and require less watering than non-native species.

® Share and discuss news articles about local water conservation
issues with your child.

® Pick up litter in your neighborhood and on your school grounds. Miami is in the Everglades watershed, so everything
eventually ends up in this precious water body.

® Use the chart on the reverse to keep track of water conservation activities for (at least) one week. Compare the family’s
water bill before and after taking these actions and discuss the results with your child.

MIAM|

Delverisg Exeellence Every Dy

continued on back

L 4

National Environmental
Education Foundation

Controls

p ,
&% f*;:‘ Jotmson A 4> HyeroPoint \Valmart -
¥ 51 ;



ysely Jay1o
pue sanssiy
10 350dsIp 03 13]103 3y}
buisn prone
pue ‘s100pIno puiy noA
1301 Aue dn yig

buineys pue 131
buiysniq
3[1yM J31em 3y Jjo uin|

speoj |} Ajuo
yum
J3YSeM SIY10] 3y uny

speoj |n} Ajuo
UMM J3YSemysip
ayruny

sanuIW 7
15e3] 10 Aq Jamoys
(Joe3 dNpay

Kepinjeg Kepuy Kepsiny) Kepsaupam Kepsan) Kepuopy Kepung

*J91BM JNO SAIBSUOD pue Asuow nok

9ABS URD ]| ;Je3A B INOge MOH Yyiuow e 1oy yiom poob 3yl dn dasy nok ue) ‘pairs|dwod si i )a9m a3 Jo Aep
yoea A1IA130. UYdea 104 X0 Y3 Ul 323D B 3de|d "SDIHAIIDR UOIIRAISSUOD J9}RM JO }99M B p10daJ 03 9|gel SIYl SN

1S1]5>2YD) UOIJOAI2SUO)) J1210M Nj1wo
IWOIW 2SIM 1210M 2¢



